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Chairman’s report for 2006

By Simon Clark
Once again its time to reflect on the clubs previous year and again it has been a busy one.
The club has maintained its strong membership and has welcomed new faces, who have quickly become involved in club activities.

We still have many enquiries for membership some of whom we have to turn away due to the liability issues involving complete novice climbers.
As ever the climbing and mountain activities have been numerous.

A full meets programme started with a winter skills course in Scotland, where members were instructed in techniques required to climb and survive in winter conditions. A guide was hired for the instruction to ensure the best advice was received for those members attending
Two mountain walking weekends were organised by Marion, to the Peaks and North Wales in the early part of the year, the earlier meet seeing bright sunshine and warm conditions while the later Peaks trip had unexpected heavy snow, but both trips were enjoyed by all. 
In April Martin and Verity sped over to Fontainebleau to enjoy the bouldering Mecca and esoteric setting that I’m assured only Font can provide. This trip seems to be gathering momentum as a return trip is planned this year with more people going.
The May bank holiday was spent down on the Cornish sea cliffs, a venue that CMC haven’t visited for a while. Although a long drive the meet was well attended and routes were ticked off at Bosigran, Chair ladder and Sennen.

A friends and family meet was held at the Peaks in the summer, with climbing at Froggart and Burbage North, we stayed in a comfortable bunkhouse with plenty of room for member’s friends and families.

The Whillians hut was our next official club meet, tucked away at the base of the Roaches, what better place to stay for a weekends climbing, and much talked about ascents of The Sloth and Valkyrie were completed.
The final club trip was the annual Christmas dinner, we stayed in the North London MC hut in Capel Currig, with people arriving at various stages during Friday night, I was surprised to smell bacon cooking at 6.00am the following morning, and did we have intruders in the hut?
But people were up and away early, making use of the good weather to get routes completed and back in time for the Christmas meal in the evening.

We ate in the Bryn Tyrch, and all had a great time, the trip up to the pub in Johns van was a memorable one even if we did forget AJ!

Other trips have gone on with the Porter crew climbing sea stacks on the west coast of Scotland, various excursions to the alpine areas around Cham, and I visited the Ecrins for the first time an area I would encourage any one to visit.
Jenny Cowan was awarded a place on the Lowe Alpine training course in Argentiere, where she learnt skills for alpine climbing. It’s good to see members taking advantages of these opportunities.

Again one of the outstanding achievements in the club was that of Wyn and Costa, who summitted Denali, in severe weather conditions. Well done lads another big one ticked.

The club has also attended lectures in London recently we saw Andy Kirkpatrick’s talk on soloing “The reticent wall” on El Cap, he is a talented speaker as well as climber and it was a hilarious evening of tall tales.

One of my goals for this year was to design a new website for the club as the old one was very dated.

After a lot of hard work the task has finally been completed, I think it reflects our clubs activities and is a worthy window for the world to view us. Have a look 

www.the-cmc.co.uk 

Many thanks to Chris Grimble for the whizzy IT stuff and work he has put in, there are plans to develop the site further in the future.

Also I have been aware that the South East is not readily associated with climbing, all the lectures and events are in Sheffield or up North with the occasional London based lecture.

I have voiced my opinion on this several times to no avail, so when the BMC were asking for clubs to host the Alpine essentials lecture I quickly responded.
Consequently we are hosting this event on March 20th 2007. This should be a great evening with two British UIAGM guides sharing their knowledge on the subject, and an opportunity to put our club on the map and encourage new members, the tickets will be here soon so do invite any  friends to come along.

This year we published three newsletters a great improvement.
The latest newsletter seeing a metaphorical avalanche of articles, nineteen pages long, please do keep them coming in.
Every one enjoys reading what goes on especially your individual trips; and many thanks to Graham for putting these together.

Finally we have a buoyant financial position within the club and so in addition to subsidising club meets we have also decided to spend some of this money on training.

For the first time we have launched a club bursary, that will part fund training for individuals.
The aim is to develop safety and good practice while giving people the opportunity to progress their skills and then share their knowledge with others in the club.

Also we will run two training sessions for members on Mountain navigation and first aid.

This year saw a restructured committee and I would like to thank everyone on the committee for their help in running the club, particularly Verity and Wyn my secretary and treasure. 
Often within clubs the hard work of a few individuals goes unnoticed as the club runs smoothly, this work load within the CMC has increased significantly as the club has grown, but I’m sure it is greatly appreciated.
  So once again thank you and we will all look forward to another action packed year.

Simon Clark.

Chair CMC.

