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Chairman’s report for 2007

By Simon Clark

Last year saw another very active year within the CMC with much going on, some serious climbing trips integrated with some more shall we say “social trips”.
The year started when Marion organized the winter walking weekend, a chance to blow away the cobwebs and get out after the Christmas celebrations, and plenty of chance to loose those excess calories especially as there was a power cut when some of us had dinner uncooked in the oven, as usual a “liquid lunch”  had to suffice.
This was followed with some of the club visiting the Scottish mountains to do winter routes.

Piers and I joined some London MC members for a week’s climbing on the Ben’s North face staying in the CIC hut, an atmospheric setting and worthy of a future CMC visit.
Marion and Sarah, had their first taste of Scottish Ice doing routes on Annochmor and in Glen Coe, while Wyn made his annual pilgrimages north.

Trips to Font followed over Easter with eight members going away, on what seems to look like becoming an annual excursion. 
The first May bank holiday saw us staying in a small hut in Langdale, Thanks for organizing this trip at short notice Tony, it was a great success.

The weather was a little dodgy but we all had a good day out on Gimmer, routes on Raven crag at Langdale and Walthwaite were also climbed.
This is an interesting area and one we have decided to revisit again this year.

The second May bank holiday was spent in North Wales an area much visited by the club and always enjoyed.
Some milestones were reached this year and duly celebrated with much enthusiasm, namely Sarah and Marion’s respective 40th and 50th birthdays.

If you think this means the club is now quietning down and becoming a subdued establishment just look at the photos on the website (how did they get up there especially at 3 o’clock in the morning!).

Hopefully the hut may let us back for another 50th celebration this year?

The summer progressed with the usual Alpine junkies getting their fix, with three trips to the French and Swiss Alps, being organised.
I must say you cant beat the alpine mountains, the view from the Couvercle hut looking out onto the Grandes Jorasses, has remained firmly etched in my mind, the sheer scale can only be appreciated when you are there, and as with so many mountains, in reality photos just don’t do them justice.

In fact Josh was so inspired by summiting on the Allalinhorn that he sunk down on to one knee, but not from pure exhaustion as the old romantic had decided to propose to Jen, well how could a girl refuse?.
That was certainly an incentive to reach the top, and they are getting married later this year.

 I would like to take this opportunity to wish them both a very long and happy life together. This is the second wedding the club has seen in recent years ………. so who will be next I wonder?

Summer excursions were also made to the Scottish sea stacks with Andrew and his sons climbing The Old Man of Hoy and Am Buchaille. 

These are some classic climbs and it’s good to see our club members visiting these remote areas.

The CMC foreign contingent namely Costa, had planned an ambitious trip to Kyrgyzstan, thwart with dangers,  like trying to convert currency into US dollars by drinking in the bars and utilizing the change, difficult route finding, i.e. getting dropped in the wrong valley, but recording it all on a web page from base camp for us all to see. They did summit some virgin peaks aptly named the three sister’s in unknown areas its good to see the CMC is out there advancing the boundaries of mountaineering.
However while we are advancing in one area we seem to be a little erratic in another, that being the newsletter, in 2006 we managed 3 newsletters the last one 19 pages  long, this year we failed to produce one. I hope 2008 will see a resurgence of your writing skills.

The annual Christmas dinner held in the Vaynol arms Nant Perris, was very well supported with over 20 members attending. This caused its own problems considering the hut only slept 16 and their hut secretary had made a mistake so it was double booked, undeterred we had a great time with people sleeping in the annexe and several tents in the garden.

The Navigation skills training also ran this weekend where the club sponsored training for members. The instruction from Libby Peters of Llanberris mountain guides was superb, and every one came away with new skills and confidence; thanks for organizing this Marion.
The over crowding conditions in the hut saw an out break of the dreaded beer virus known to strike when conditions are grim but luckily its effect didn’t last long, strangely I seemed to be the only one struck down by it although Marion has been affected on a previous Christmas dinner trip.

This year also saw us organize club awards for the first time at the Christmas dinner; 

The most improved climber award went to Michael Porter.

The Big yellow helicopter or The Henri award went to Ben and Josh.

The club member’s award went to Marion.
The years social events were rounded off with a visit to the Randonni for a Christmas curry and if that was not enough we partied the night away down in the basement night club.
So as you can see we have had another busy year, on the meets front, but we have also been active in promoting our sport in other ways.
For the first time we organized two BMC functions.

These were the Alpine skills and winter skills lectures, ran by UIAGM guides and open to all local climbers. These were attended from as far away as Surrey and Ipswich.
This I felt showed our commitment and willingness to help in areas other than those of our own club, it shows the strength and attitude of the CMC and is to be applauded, so a big thank you for all those that helped me organize these events.
My ethos in running the club has always been to encourage individuals to get involved, and it was great to see AJ’s proposal to get Neil Grisham down to run a  Master class training session come to fruition.

All those attending thought it was excellent, these kind of events take members personal time and organization and don’t occur in every club.
We are lucky to have people willing to have the ideas and initiative to run these, many thanks AJ it was hugely appreciated.

I would also like to thank both Graham, and Martin who are stepping down from their committee posts this year.

The roles of news letter/communications and meets require much effort which largely goes unnoticed, but is essential in club activities.

The work you have put in helps the club run smoothly so many thanks for your contributions. 

I would of course like to especially thank Wyn my treasurer for ensuring the accounts are immaculate, they are now very well laid out giving us an in depth knowledge of our expenses and income. 
So finally, as I draw the 2007 report to an end their has been one issue that has dominated this year for our club, it has been the use of the Writtle climbing wall.
This is a key asset for our club and with out it we would have no weekly focal point.

Both Wyn and I have put a great deal of hard work and personal time in securing this for the clubs continued use.
I have just received the re-draught contract which agrees our continued use over the next two years and will sign and return it this week.

All being well the work will start shortly on the curtaining and we can continue to use this facility.

The club has had to finance this project heavily so we will look to consolidate our funds this year to ensure we are in a sound financial position for the future. 
My belief is that we will continue to be a strong club especially having secured this facility, and I look forward to another successful year for the CMC. 
Simon Clark 
Chairman.
